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(The following comuen tory by the famous worrn colowwist, Dorothy
Thompson, attracted ny eye in & newspe pcr, end to e scans to be such
an lmpor tont ccanen tory on worlld canlitions thet I fecl justifiel in
reprinting it here. Her rcalism and grasp of world effairs hos here
produced a Cocuixnt of Zgspair, a feeling of hopelessness and cyniclsn
thet is a truc reflcetion of inbtcmaotiomw.l polities in our Brave New
(pest-war) World. This column, published on Decenber 12, 1945, wcs
Cistributel throwh the issocicted Pressd)

DOROTHY TIMPSON

The fear of the atorie bomb cnd its potenticl powcr to disinte-
creatc the centers of civilizoation is, I think, Uverting attention
froma ore ocbvious cnd likely do e,

If civilizaticn is conderined to disinterrate in enother war, i1t
will D¢ beeauwse the spirituanl end intcliectual beses of civilization
Qav e o lrca®y disiantesrated. Thc atomic bab will mercly sive the coup
G< rraec.

wll thowhts of cnother war rust includc o few fuidancntal thesces.
These ~re: (1) the strunsle will be far the mmstery of the plobe and
the losers will poss out of histary as powcers or scverirn ste tcs—
since this will be the caly way of asgurin. the permeoncnce of victory;
(2) thc victer, who will inherit o wildcemcess of natericl ond social
fcstruction will be uncble to moster the choos, Or (OVern so nany
Civerrent culturcs, trelitions, cndé tonrucs, and will therefcore be
compelled cither to ebnrmhon the viectcry to auntrchy or attcmpt to
sublue it by ruthless tecrror; (3) thc victory cud the inpcssibility
of cons-~lidatinz it exccpt by the st brutal recthods will corrupt the
vietor. His arrmies will turn into mumrdercrs, plunlerers, carpet-
vacners, scecdin, ~encrcls scttins thcisclves up as little Cocsexrs,
and the viecter will be pullel inte the rencral naclstral of cmwrchy
ot eollapsc,

This sceci~ 1l pattcrn of the results of another war is alrcady
cutlined in this one. Hitlecr lost the wer xcausc he wos uuacblce to
e le pcaee aftcr he hnd, in offcet, won the wer., The Lllics arc, sc
for, no orc succcssful ofter total vietory. The uncanliitionsl-
surrcnler fornula, as cpplicable not only to erics but to wirle
notions of men, was latrcluecd inmbto this war for the first tinc

(econtinucd cn pege 10)






IN DEFENSE OF PHOOBERGER

NOW THAT the giftcd poet and essayist, Algernon Aloyisus Phooberger,
is dead, end his critics havec sufficiently mangled the reme ins, it
may sezm out of plase for one stemnch friend to rise to his defense;
for indcecd, it haeg beermc the fashion of late to herp continuwally on
hisg regrettable dueficzicneles, to exaggerate them mereilessly, and to
generally ignors the meny sterling choracteristics that Pheobcrger
possessed in great cbundance.

Such prominent perisdieals as The Quartecrly Critic, Sophist
Muscche in, end Rhymestcria hevc led the huc and cry. Greczd_lE 1y prob-
i1ng into Phooberger's checquercd past, uicovering trivial deviations
from the path of Virtue end evaluating them mxrxsiiwasiy becyomnd
snduranee, heertlessly dissecting that proud and lof ty soul tefore
the se:nd.l~-Joving herds, the eritice heve elmost ruined pPhoobcrger's
reputivion, ris personcl reputation, thet is, for his repute as a
meler of mariclovs music caa not be denled by even the rmost deproved.

My first mecting with 4lgernon Aloyisus Phooberger occurred in
the carly Spring of 18—, yhen I was visiting the picturcsque New
Tnglend coastline in secarch of odd cheracters to ploce in & novel I
Was engeged in producing at the time. Veory wlith walking, I had
paused to rest, sitting by a ¢lump of recds growing out of & send dunc
on o long white beceh, set with Jjogged reefs falling cherply down into
the foaming sce.

above tle thunder of the oceen, a shrill, wild volce scemed to
recach ny cawms, Turning my heed, I saw ¢ dimunitive fimre running
swiftly along, sploshing in the occan's sproy, cnd waving his chubly
little ams. Removing ny glosses, I sat there wetehing him with
laereazing interest, and he did not notice me until he wos alipst
upon ri .- Taen he pulled up short.

THe 1o, I said iato his stortled fecc., HC lookeld et rie un-
¢2rtainiy, narting wilth excrtion., He was drcssed i the traditioncl
kaickems anil high~topped shoes, but had removed his blonse. He
fipnlly emiled iato ny foce, o raddcont, sumany smile, and revurned

this zrccting:

"Hello: the seea ic loul and wild today:
I have baen plunging in the friendly foan,
And sploghing through the white deliclous spray.n

I wee struck by the childt's tendeuc; to speak irn sponteneous
rhyme & 1incs, cnd at first eantertaiied sore Coubt as to the origin-
ality of it; but as nmy fricidship with him lengthoned, he comt inued
to recine in verse rathcr btacn mere prosc cauversation, cnd as he
cornen tad thusly on nony situetions that he could not hnve possibly
foregeen, nmy respocet for his ebility grovi. 4s hc edvanced in years,
he employed o great voaricety of reteres and rhyne-schemes; if he
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wished to discoursc ot csoric lecngth on o controversinl subjcet, he
frequently gave forth en inmpronptu sonnct. This unusual tenleney to
spcnk in rhync has alway s startlcd end puzzlcd his critics and sorc
hav ¢ venturcd to call hin o madnan. His published verscs, voluni-
nous cnd supcrlative as they erc, comprisc only cn inercGibly sncll
portion of thc sun totl of poctry which he produccd daily end with-
out thousht; and throughout ny associction with him he constouitly
spokc wondcrful lincs, a few of which I hove rctained in ny ncnory
or iy notebooks, the rIxr jor ity of whieh hove flcd with the yecars.

But to rcturn to ny first necting with ALlgernon, I talked with
him an hour on that ocetsion, ascertaining his placc of residcenec
anG his agc; his verses flowed rusicnlly on, merred only by slight
immaturities that lotcr disappecrcd; -nd he altered the rhythmicnl
structurc of his poans to fit his w0o0ds or to decscribe what hc wes
tolking cbout. Oneec thunder soundcd in the distant sky, and he
raiscd his arn and, with fist clinched, scid in his tensc treble;

"Roll, clash, yc noastcri®

His fcaturcs werce becautifuly his skin clear; his voice wonlcr-
fully cxprcssive, ~nd his eycs werc thce 1light grecnish-bluc of the
scr. whan 1t donecs in plcesant mood not far frorm shorc. From the
Tirst it was cvident to rie that he loved thc scaj indecd, this lovce
is rcflected in cll of his published volurks throughout his lifc.

48 IT HLPPENED, I took up rcsidciacce within o few lcagucs of his
froilyt's housc—his parents wicrc noldceratcly weelthy, Cescended from
Europcon nobility, and gave hin cvery cducationnl and cultural
alvontage——and he visited rnc on reny o quict af ternoon, whilc,
throush o periol of nearly fiftcen ycars, I workcd on niy scholarlery
theory of the origin and dovelopmcent of the cockroech. During this
tine I got to know the young poct bettcr, I thought, then aid his
rother strict end matcriclistic formily., I can still sce the fi1uxce
of littlc Llgernon, sitting in once of ny huge chairs of corven oak
with elawed fect ol gergoyles twining up the sides, thunbing

throush soe rusty toic, s the Gying sunlisht mode o halo of his
blondc heair; I ¢~n scc his cyes stroy toward the broad bay winlow

of iy stuly, anl gage pcagively towarl his beloved sca that sldruicred
fointly in the 4istancc; cnl I ecn sece hin ycors latcer, a hoandsonc
rnl immture younsz txan, of dclicatc physicel structurc, yct posscssing
.oconpelling sincerity ol rtural courtcsy that imncdintcly d iscrncd
als acgquaintanccs.,

Up to the age of ninctecca, Algerion Aloyisus Phooberser hod
lived o sheltcred -~nd culbturcd lifc. He held no usc for whot he
consifcred "trivial, illc socinl functians®; he was inclincd to
disdcin the companionship of his fcllows, who could ncver unlcr-
gtand hic lrcoars enl feoncies, no motter how rmuech they rnight respeet
hinn ag o scholer; cnld he hald becn camtent to writc poctry and modly
absorb knowlcdge cnd sport with the sca, rcading cqustontly of his
beloved fovourite, Wictzsche., Thic blissful stotc of affeirs
continucc until the lotce Winter of 18—, when, ot the closc of &
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Gull, coll efternoon, he stanped into ny study with rnorc than his
usuol vigour, end aad.rcsseu. re Circetly, forgetting to spcek in
rhyrie in the hect of his execiterent:

"professor! Professori! he cxclo iried violently., "Itve net o
cirll I've met o girlar

"New, now, colm down, youn; fellow,” I sald pedantiealily, rc-
noving ry glasses and polishing then with o spotlcss linen handkcr-
chicf which I withdrew from ny sleceve with a flourish. VWThere arc
meny girls in the land . slgernon. Which particular rriden hes
affected you thusiy?™"

tual rhyre, he struck o dramtie pose with

Tapsing into hi
h 'r z,.n Ceelaied:

or¢ funrl ovyer his

c*+ 'T’
O‘
Pt
ci

"che ic s pure aml chaste as she is fair,

and light blc.am,a sweetly on her facry brow'
Dreens climb the lamguil tresscs of her heir,
Slow-nounting that cnchented goldcn stair,
ynile apples traible on the laden bow,

Lbere the slunbering scw.n

Biome, come, Algernon," I rcuonstreted. U"what is the meifen's
nerie? Um“: what circumstences Cil you rieet here Is she of good
parcuta; e

The rerv.inder of tix cvehing was spent in spirited converse
abous vhe oLject of 4lgernon's af fectionms. It scemed that he hod
been Soippi .1(, elong by the sca in e semi-nulic eanfition, in spite
of th: sevur ’fy of the weather, cnl thet she had corie riding by,
well-immidf lui, in a cerricpge. He had spokcn to her axd asked hew
why sho hal coang out in such vile weather, enéd she had replicd
thet slie rveatured forth becauwsc she loved the stom and the sec.

,,ngarnonis life scuncd from then on to be pradestineld. He
visltad the naiden, Edith Foarflower, daily; he conmposcé hundreds
of lovec-sonnets to her (ricst of wh_Lch vicre later given to the
fler3s); and o« =mad light bemen to glow in his eyca.—w light like
thet ol the see in an angry ncol, when it is churned into spunme by
the chill Yoricaster,

"PROFESSCOR ," he ravel to re one night as we sat before the fire,

"I nust haw ny doerlingd I rmust howe EQCitht EQith is in ry bloolld
Core what nay, I en zoing to have ECith Foanflower tonightiv And
before I coull spenk, hce marched tempestously out i the rocm, his
Zork ¢liock swirling L.buut hin. & loud end thundecous storm shook
the T\uw Englam corst that night. The next nornirg the lovers nct
again, erd were secn walking hend in hend along toe beach at twi-
L5tt (eligervon hed always adnired Byr-a's Don Juen); and as several
2ef., Zrunldies dwelt in 1fzzse'f"blc hovels about - thy beach, with no

be tter pursult than o nial benan to grow up ab.)ut thc peirs
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Lt 2bout this timc, Llgeranon had for sore tix becn devoting
his pecn toward critisigzing onl sotirizing the populer litcrary and
politieal frllocics enthroncd at the tirk , ot haed malec 4 host of
cneniics, whe, cavious of his grwins fone as o eritie cnl lyrie poct,
seathe & hin wancrcifully and ncver over locked cn opportunity to
strikc vieiocusly ot hinm. The faet that scvecrnl of 4Algerionts
peens coantaincd fovourable refercnces t-ward athecisn providced
aCiitional corwnition with which the c~stigetcd cinlocba attcripteld to
besmireh the peet's cxtreoncly rwral choracter,

Most miclicious of the ceriticol attecks accuscd the poct of
imoral rcloticns with Miss Foanflowcr. This 1s n very doubtful
point, doubtful to the point of actsurditly in faet, ybt they still
speoulnte upon it, cven today. It is truc that nuwxrous rcputable
witnesscs testificd to scelns the cruple snecking elong little-
frequenteld bouleverds ot latc hours of the night, and thet Jlgcrien
hinsclf was obscrved ot davin lenwing her belrcom thrcuch o window cn
two Cozcn occasi-ns, ~nd that shortly aftcr the poetts death, Miss
Foarmflower gave birth to o chilld who cricd in lambie pantoarc ter
until his carly dcath, couscd when a traicnlous volwxe of Shokes-
pcarc fell off o rentcl -n his hend; but what proof is thisg Very
1ittlc rclevant cvidenec, in ny cstinction. Pho-bersger, becing pro-
f-unlly frec anml unc mveationnl, cnjoyed diseussing pactry with his
bel-ved ot cmy hour of the doy or nicht; and blushingly, I fecl
ermpcllced to aoCimit that, in ny wilder speceulnticons, I hoave cater-
tained the noti-n that onec or twiec he mnirht hove kisscld herx
laintily on tle fingertips; but tho t the sterling pect went further
with her is t¢ my nind sinply bey nl the pole f possibility. I
knew algernon Fho berser, end o rrre honcurable ant trustwcrthy
youth never trcd this plonct.

ALTID thce ficrece literary woars ani seondel us pers.oncl censurc thet
rocd aid. eddicd about hin, Pho-berger ranainel prolific and burn-
ingly crticulate to the very cads.  vVelwie upon volunic pourcd frai
hin, critical ¢ssoys nnd satire ianterminnling with dclicatc lyries
>f the nmest exquisitc beruty; ~idl cver his forx grew, whilc the
Gispleasure of his pen was fecrced fr 2 the Granl gonyon to the
Volra, In the nidst of hotred anl crvy cnd the other grevicncecs
wihich the bestial herd custrnorily feels ageinst o superior being,
he wrote and loved his platonie fricad Miss Foomflower with truc
fidclity, s> t-cuching anl purc as o wve the heart. Lt the age

of Iwemhystwx twenty, Pho berger was at the very pinnaglc of his
fanc, wreiting his w nmCerful essoys cmt pocns 1n spite of & greatly
weakrned physical condition brourht on by infigesticn and pncun nie.
His family, his fcw loyal fricnds, ané thc dcgperat Mise Foorf kwr
ell prevailed up:n hin t° rclex ail refroin froa wri ting, but 2ll in
vain. A4S hc onec cxeloinedl while scribbling at his rresivc dcsk

in the bascient of an cboudoned Baptist churceh,

"It is my Juty to czpose the vilc;

I shall nt shirk thesc laborg for awhile
Whilc yct I an & live cnl culturcd youth,
I ladly scrve ny nistress—Lruth.w
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&t this timc, Phocberrert's snly rcercotion wes his strclls by
the resounling occa, which beeark less anld loess froquecab, os hie
hours ot als writing dcsk beecarnic infced ardzus. o0ften T heve lain
cweke et nicht, worrlclly pealering his e ndlti-n, knowins thet he
wre wodking ressiassly al-nn the scashorce, dlsheveled cnd alonc,
choating ~dc¢s o BALIth or bitterly cursing his erities. His in?i-
acgtion bad growi worsc, and ~s he c ull not contrcl his roavenous
appevite for chccolate fudge, he sank constcantly lower, onl 1t wes
known that he eould not live rwuech loarmcr.

The cnl. some snon. 0Ok A particulerly baed nicht, I coulld not
bear 6o romia ik bad ary longcer; cal, Sonning slippers anl robe,
I 1it a fampi fronm the fizcplocec, and bearing this t rch, I
patroleld the windy beaech 1n scarch of ny pecor fricnd. I cacountered
EBGith suwldinly, bearing aloft o torch f her own, also scrrching for
her ®picanldy cod for gome tine we walked up cné & wa the beach,
shruting "iAlecrasnl  slocrnoni™ in loul volecss L storm had c o
up, and reiil was beginnins t. ptter dwn, whilc thc sca churncd
and reorcd nfliccusly, cnd the fierec wirl quiekcncd. During the
cursc of ow walk. we were nueh clemnied by the viclencce of the sce,
Qg bhuse wwee were cpenshing ~un the reofe cnld fooaning fer up the
becasia.

Theu, lirshtalins mpic o white Jwrcran of the Westorn sky, and,
for away, we saw Phooberseris tall, thin firurce, stendins cn & dune,
cl.ak and secrf whippin~. in”th 'weczs. He 4id nct sec us, and cur
crics *. hin were dr-wncd in the Shunlcr of the sky and the see,
but hic pale, cthexreal face. reflceteld scllowly in the sickly glore
T ths dichuning, ¥ sho il never forrnct.

The thunicr Gied. He roiscd his right arm enl elenched his
fist, in ruch the scix meancr asx he did whar a ecrefice c¢hild on
n¢ beech, anll T kncw that he was prexmring to rendor an impromnptu
nldress. 43 bac sca hceveld onincusly, I heard his riusing werlis—

"Ho, now, thou necani Take nc & Sy ocscmi”

3 be spoke these worls, o dpentic wove rosc up and towrced
abov: hin. He looked upwerd in o petrified stance, cnd sercrncd
oY I dd ot rween it1v but it eresnced &own uporn hin, washing away
yerdis of dbeach andl rocf cnld owerwhelnin~ 11 in o med cheos of
irling nreen that swiftly bore Llrern:n, lover of the sea, fer

ut inti il storuy watcrs. Ve never saw aiin & ,min.

Muther ins 2 proycer, I tock MMiss FPoorfl wex'ts trerblians hond in
minc, T eiicntly lcd her breck to her houke where her porents werc
qacke ol Caniiusly cwaltins her return. With o fow words, I 1lcft
them, end walked home clonc, nurce loncly thegy I had cver becn beforc.
The diminishin. thundcr of thc sca scenied t 3 rwurnur & nolle ¢VeEr
anld over axtin:

"phe . -berocr! Ph.on-becrocri Phoco-beraeri?

Lrriving at oy hore, I sat in the Cig stuldy with ny head in ny
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henGs, cnd the down errived cecld o srey end rain still Cripped fron
the trecs. A4 candle I hoel sct by 1y sidc flickered and died, cnd
scmcthinn ficd within e, too, Just cs scrmething vital and fresh and
cterna l hel fonce out of the w rld that nirht.

BUT, in hastily conmpiling: thesc nctes about cnme of my Qeorest fricnds,
it has n°t beenm iy intecation tc mrw too perscnel, clthourth I fear
thet in certain respeets I ove. I have rerely attenpted 0 rdve

to the world & qualificd portraye l of the truly 728 sidec of

Llgernzn Phe berper, the Phocberner I knew, the fair-haircd child
spertins by the sca, the restlcgs, ficry senius o f o youth whe died
s~ soohe.e His fow fricnds know whoet I say is truth; his melicicus
cneinics iy Ciscrelit 1t but imcvitebly, if therc bc any Jjustiec in
this worll of curs, pesterity will cventually ~rant hinm his plaec
arons, the i rtals of s,

For ric, ~nd for Miss FPoanflwicr, therc rcanin frarrent ncnerics.
For you, and fcr the worlli, there rerxriin his ~l-ricus pocris and his
wsterly ¢ssaye. Read Pho-bercr thar uhly—<drink dccp of Phoc-
berrcr—1c¢t him bcewic o port of your lifcy; far if you love the
wonder H>f youth cnd tix beauty X the seca, y u should not ncclceet
his v-lwxs.

THE ILPPY ENCOUNTER

I saw swccet Poctry tarn ti ublel ¢yces
On shory Scicnec nosing in the prass,

Fer down that way poor Poctry rmust peass

on her lon~ pilorinegsce tc Poradisc.

Hc saufflcd, rruntcd, squcclcd; perplcexed by flics,
Pcrehed, weatherw rn, cnd ncar of sight, oles,
Fron pcerinn clgc where very littlc was

In (cias sceluCed fron the o xn skics.,

But Poctry in brovery went rwa,

Lnioealled his nmemce, soft, clcar, cnd fecarlcssly;
Stocpe? low, cnl strc kel his nugzle overorcwn;g
Rcfreshed his drousht with dow; wiped purc and frcec

His cyes; ~anl 1ot lauhced loul f£for joy to sce
In thos¢ gray dceps tiic czurc of hecr own.

-- Jeltecr de 1o Marc
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UIDER THE VWaTIR

(silver Springs, Florida)

This is & realm of shadowy Dblue,

0f mirky ways and dim, pale light,
i Tloor of reeds, a magic view

¢f vistas clothed in purple nisht;
The sun in watery deeps is pale—

a4 fern, uprooted,; lazily floats:

The twisting fins and gasping tihrcats
N fish ginam in the watery valc.

L glant turtic paddles by,

In this &%z world of liquid hauzc;
Below thc watcerte fcop blusn cky

Slidc the sunt3s weak. unuozfein rays,
{nd shining bubbles fTloat awyy

Toward thc Hop, where turtlcs wiscg

The round groy inarbles of widce cycs
Reflcet weird wonders, night and deay.

The stirange, bowhiskercd catfish swim

With loanguid fins through ghostly wecds:
nefraeted sunlight, cool and dim,

Strcans throuch the maxc of drowned meceds.
Fer off, slow bubblcs twinklc bright;

Thc wicceds sway in o soundless windg

The silcnt shtdes and shalows blend
Tn distent Gecps of nisty light.

& swinrer , scan throush frosted glass,
Glidecs dowa, ont o the world of nong
Licd cver do the cold fich pass
Jith glcom of c¢yc ~wd flash of [ing
Ard thers orc strecks of grcanish bluc
That risc up, beautiful and slow,
Frori boiliiy; springs for dowin below,
To glinrxke in fawtastie huc,

Whea rain 1s loshing on the leke,
The wendcring cyc welow ecn sc2
The nyried flashing Crops that break
Upon the surfacc, fost cnld frecg
It sccie as thoush bricf lishts did blink
On a blue ecciling, a flat rin
Bencath whish varicd nonsters swin,
Tinged vdth the shimmcr of the brink.
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i CGecper color slowly sprcads
In the diffusive c¢lfin dow
Throush the latc aftcimmoon, whkxxxkeaisthet sheds
4 sof ter shading down bclow,
The weeds move in uncarthly donec
Catfish amd brcan ond turtlcs glidc
For Cver on a gentle tilc,
In thosc 4in realms of bluc rorr.nec.

Here is a worlld g stronge os drenns,
Cool as the pens ive cvenins sky,
FPillcd with quccr sighte cal granlcr glearns
Then Qaily recet the human cyc;
& worll of hoverin cadlor, wherc
w»ll notion is s sipoth as gloss;
HCre o flexel ccl slides through the (rnsss
wiodn the turtles risc for air.

Whilc looking onm the czurc Jecps
Throuch windows into falrylend,
ofic feels a scusc of watcry glceps,
»0f swayins weel anl shif ting scond;

Born with an clconcantal brein,
How swect it wcrce to swin elonr,
Ss never knaw o sadldder sang
Than wash of waw or rasp of roin.

No sallcr song thoua wash of wave,
No sickcenceld soul nor broken prilc,
No drcom of worllis beyoni. the crave,
llor fenc rcfuscd, anl love CGcailc d—
o swceter sounl. than rasp of rain,
Wo decper thouwht nor bittcr rool;
No hopc but coll bluc solitudc,
licr past reorct e.nd prescnt pein.

This is & rcaln of Zin, pcle lisht,
Of mrky woys anl shelowy bluc;
Wet vistas ¢lothe . in purple nirht,
L Tloor of rceeols—a e vicw
where, gezing yet, I feel the wish
To sink with <1l ny loncly carcs
Into thosc¢ Cark cnl sounllss lairs,
Ll rinsle with the sterins fish,
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in history—if onc cxccpts the antique wars, which never involved the
mosses ané tlhe ~reat lanterdcepemtoncce of imlustrialized soc¢ictics. The
rgsult is that the ,llies hove inheritcd colonics they <o not vient
(Gemaony cnd. Jepan) which they fear to frce lest they ansein beeone a
nenacc, which they comnot equally Civide, and wideh thcy dare nct
allow tc be absorbed by onc ar the other of the vietors.

This dilerma hos only one inmpliceation——ecntinued Gestruetion, i.
€., continued war . Dofeat and swrcender but open the sate for the
continuation of thce wor erainst the Lisarmed. The human casualties
resulting fron this secod phasc of the post-surrcnder wer will probebly
be a8 grcat as those of tle war itsclf, cand frr rorce disintesrating to.
the nind ocnd rcrality of ecungucror cnl. conguercl.

4 bomb ing erew Croppins Ccstruction upon cnery incustrics, arc
soldiers firh tin~ agpiast terrible risks of cir-borne am. rrount-
operatcd defecnses, The brutclities of wor arce canpensateld for by the
scnsc of comradcship an’ brotherly love creng men faeing camrion lan-
ger. The sare nea thowh they e ia uwnifcrnm "liberatin~ " carcras,
watchcs, oI the virtuc of worrn end blowing up industries befcre
helple ss ecnd & isarned workcrs arc locters aml dynanitcrs and cre likc-
ly sc t° cons ier theomsclves. Conguest without risk is the parcnt of
ering.

It is doub tful whether the sisht ol expericncee of ncnstrous suf-
fering breed compassion. Fomilicrity with sufferins easily brceds
conterpt, and partieipation in causing it brecds callousncss, os the
anoGyne for & scasc of muilt., The camscicmec ond sensibilitics then
sither scet up & conliti:n of split personelity cmountinsg to ncurcsis
'r beeork progsressively drunmed, to the polnt where brutalities ¢ xi
noturally.

11 the publicizing of the Dachau and Belsen horrors have not
nade mankind morc tcender of hwenity. The dencraliznontion of the
Alerican Arny in Gemeny is o faet that ccanost rueh loaser rercin
hi¢ den. Before a town hnll necetin~ in New York, I reccently predictcd
that millions cf German chiliren woull die of starvaticn within a fow
nonths unlgss £11lied policies chonxd. To drive the point home, T
sucztcested that it wwll be nore hurnne to re-open the s chambers for
Gemen childrcn. The responsc was sco tbcreld sppleuse, The viecoricus
spectaelce of the fenis hed bodics anl clrrrcd bones of Nazl victims had
nly turned the applouders intc vicarious Taby-killers themselves.

Scturdayts papers anncunccl that the cof oreed cxwdus cf six ant a
half nillion Geman-speakins persons fr a1 the castern lenfs, into the
truncated, rccof less, foolless, heatlcss Reieh is now to begin in
cwruncst—just et Christnnas time, perhaps in ccrmenrreation of the Babe
f Bethe lehe n?

The result will be amrchy, pillore, farine, and nonstrous erirgc
aris ing out of ruthless strusric £ r xrsoax l survivael, plus moral
disillusicmment. Therce will thus be an acccleration of spiritucl
Uihilism enons conguercd anl coangucror, in whieh beth will losc faith
in any ccncciveble moral order,

The atenization and Cestruction of mrukind, his civiligaticns,
ond his sceictics, 1s well advanccel, ~nd requircs no further ail of
the physicel scicntists. The dynenien of the Hitlericnm covil is ncot
expended. The rottins corpsc of Naziisn stlll cxulcs 1ts bacteric
to infcot its sworn cncriics. Commuaisn hos beeore noatl nal bolshe-
vism, torn by thc ilaccompotibilitics of the tw‘a(v concepi);s; cenoeracy

nae 11
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has signel a peet with satanic forees; haotred brceds hetrel, persc-
cution—to the point where mankinl may welcorie the atonic bomb to
put an ¢nd to terrible puilts, fecars, ond despairs of his own soul.

(Jack Speer hns, in thc past, publighed long extrects fronm L1lfxcd,
Iord Tennyson, for the FaPe. Tepnyson was armcndoble in sc rmny
Woys, for his crtistie mstcry of focrnis and technical versatility es
well es his high maral charceter. Lt is ¢pcd to know that his
prediction of cir troansport end air wor, as sct forth in Jeckslc
Hall, has achecived sork rencwi in this century. The fcellowing
Veérscs arec, I think, rcnarkable in thet they so clearly antieipate
the plots of rony time--troawcline stories. Hers we hove, in Tenny-
sont's flawless ¢laricy , the statcenent of o thernie alrost identical
with that contcincd in the infcrior fong of the Tirc-Travelers,
published in Bpogewnys soik yeoars amo. 'tac poct, havings concluded
his version of the slecpimg prinecss legond, ls alddressing Iady
Floro, to whon the poas was detieated.)

LIBIYCT
(Fron The poy Decom)

You shalc your head. L randon string

Your £ incr fcunli scensc offends
Well—wcrce it not o plecasant thing

To fall eslcep with all oncis fricnds;
Tc poss with cll our soelal tics

To silenss frem ithe paths of ren-
And cvery hutired yonrs to risc

Lol leara she world, cnl slccp agein;
Tc slecpy thro' terrs of nishty wars,

Lrd lake on sclence grown to morc,
ol secercts of the brain, the storc.
A8 Wild as cusht of fairy lorces
ond 2ll elsc that the ywors will show,

The Poct-forrs o stroncer hours,
The vast Republies that nay grow,

The Tederations rnd the powers;
Titowmic forzes takin: birth

r Giwrs scasons, divers clincs;
For wic crc ancicnts of the carth,

nmEe Anm the rmornIns of the tirmos .o
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